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> 1: publick Affemblies there are generally fome 
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Salve Pxonie largitor nobilis unda; 

_ Salve Dardaniit gloria magna foli: 
Publica morborum requies, commune medentum 
 Auxihum, prefens numen, inempta falus. Claud. 


envious fplenetick People, who having no 
Merit to procure Refpe&, are ever finding Fault 
with thofe who diftinguith themfelves. 
happens more frequently at thofe Places, whete this 
Seafon of the Year calis Perfons of both Sexes to- 
gether for their Health. I have had Rheams of Let- 
ters from Bath, Epfom, Tunbridge, and St. Wene- 


 fride’s Well; wherein I could obferve that a Con- . 


cern for Honour and Virtue proceeded fram the 
want of Health? Beauty, or fine Petticoats. A La- 


dy, who fubfcribes her felf Exdofia, writes a bitter 


InveGtive ayainft Chice the celebrated Dancer; 
have learned, that fhe her {elf is lame of the Rheu- 
matifm. Another. who hath been a Prude, ever 
fince the had the Small-Pox, is very bitter againf 


the Coquets, and their indecent Airs; and a fharp 


Wit hath fent mea keen Epigram againft the Game- 
fters; but 1 took Notice, that it was not written 
upon gilt Paper. | 

Having hz-d feveral ftrange Pieces of Intelligence 
from the Bath; as, that more Conftitutions were 
weakened there than repaired; that. the Phyficians 


were not more bufie in deftroying old Bodies, than 
the young Fellows in producing new ones; with 


feveral other Common-PiaceStrokes of Raillery: J re 
folved to look upon the Company there, as | returned 
lately out of the Country. It was a great 
fee fuch 2 grave ancient Perfon, as [ am, in anem- 
broidered Cap and Brocade Night-Gown: But, be- 
fides the Neceflity of complying with the Cuftom, 
by thefe Means I paft undifcovered, and had a 
Plieafure, 1 much covet, of being aloneina Crowd, 
le was no little Satisfa@ion to me, to view the mixt 
‘Mafs of all Ages and Dignities upon a Level, par- 
taking ef the fame Benefits of Nature, and mingling 
jn the fame -Divertions. I fometimes entertained 


~ my felf, by obferving what a large Quantity of 
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This . 


Jeft to 


Ground was hidden under fpreading Petticdags sand 


what little Patches of Earth were covered by Crea- 
tures with Wiggs and Hats, in Comparifonto thofe 
Spaces that were diltinguifhed by Flounces, Fringes, 
and Furbelows. From the Earth, my Fancy was. 
diverted to the Water, where the Diftn@ions of 
Sex and Condition are concealed; and where the 


mixture of Men and Women hath given Occafion 


to fome Perfons of light [magiuations, to compare 


the Bath to the Fountain of Salmacis, which had 


the Virtue of joining the two Sexes in one Perfon; 
or to the Stream wherein Diana wathed her felf, 
when fhe beftowed Horns on Aeon: But by one 
of a ferious Turn, thefe hesithful Springs may ra- 
ther te likened to the Stygtaw Waters, which made 
the Body invulnerable; or to the River of Lethe, 
one Draught of which wafhed away all Pain and 
Anguith in a Moment. 

As | have taken upon me a Name which ought 
to abound in Humanity, | thall make ic my Bufi- 
nefs, in this Paper, to cowl and affwage thofe tma- 
liguant Humours of Scandal which rén throughout 
the Body of Menand Women there affembled ; and, 
after the manner of thofe famous Waters, | will 
endeavour to wipe away all foul Afperfions, to re- 
ftore Bloom and Vigour to decayed Reputations, 
and fet injured Chata&ers upon their Legs again. 
I thall herein regulate my felf, by the Example of 


_ that good Man, who yfed to talk with Charity of 


the greateft Villains; nor was ever: heatd to {peak 
with Rigor of any one, till be affirmed with Seve- 


rity that Nero was a Way. 


Having thus” prepared thee, gentle Reader, I 
fhall not {crupie to entertain thee with a Panegyric 
upon the Garneiters, I have indeed fpoken incau- 
tioufly heretofore of that Clafs of Men; but I 


fhould forfeie all Titles to Modefty, thould I any | 


longer oppofe the common Senfe of the — 
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